Molecular basis of neonatal cholestasis.
At present, specific evidence regarding the molecular mechanisms of neonatal cholestasis is limited. The recent explosion in the understanding of the molecular physiology of bile formation has been fueled by the discovery of several genes that are involved in familial cholestasis. The ever-growing understanding of the functional immaturity of the neonatal liver is sure to be enhanced by the study of the ontogeny of important hepatobiliary transporters as they are discovered. The understanding of the functional differences between the immature and mature liver is key to the understanding of neonatal cholestasis.